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wing " party. Under the clarion call of Tilak and Mrs,
Besant, the Home Rule League was formed, bringing within
its fold the Nationalist leaders who were dissatisfied with
the " mere moonshine " of the Morley-Minto Reforms. The
Home Rule agitation was thus set afoot and rent the political
sky with the slogan of India for the Indians, which reminded
one of the Irish situation in the latter part of the last century.
The significant development of the Home Rule crusade was
the increasing association with it of those leaders of the
Congress who had so far believed in the fulfilment of
India's political aspirations through the support of British
Liberalism. In the case of most of them it was an asso-
ciation of despair.
d STEPS TOWARDS CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGE
Lord Chelmsford, the Viceroy, became anxious to meet
the situation by making it known that he was contemplating
drawing up a scheme of post-war reforms and that his
Government would gladly welcome practical suggestions
from Indian politicians in regard to any change in the
mechanism of the Government of India.
In October 1916, nineteen elected members of the Imperial
Legislative Council addressed a memorandum to the Viceroy
on the subject. They suggested (i) half the members of
the Imperial and Provincial Executive Councils to be Indians
elected by the people, (2) a substantial elected majority in
all Legislative Councils, (3) fiscal autonomy and the right of
voting supplies, (4) abolition of the Council of the Secretary
of State for India, (5) provincial autonomy, (6) a position
similar to that of self-governing Dominions in any scheme of
Imperial Federation, and (7) right to carry arms, enlistment
in territorial units and eligibility for commissions in the
Army on conditions similar to those for Europeans.
The Indian National Congress at its session at Lucknow
endorsed the proposals by passing a resolution that the Indian
demands consisted of measures that would "lift her from

